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Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 5th January 2022 

in Potterne Village Hall 
 

Present: Cllr Peter Balls (Chairman) (PB); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP) (Vice-Chairman); 
Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA); Cllr Simon Church (SC); Cllr Richard Clarke (RC); Cllr Carol Clifford (CC); Cllr 
Kerry Coleman (KC); Cllr Rebecca Rudd (RR); Cllr Chris Twiney (CT) 
 
Apologies:  Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); Cllr Dean House (DH) 
 
Also present: Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk); Tamara Reay, Councillor, Devizes Rural West (TR) and 3 
members of the Public 
 
 

157/21/22  Welcome and Apologies  
The Chairman welcomed Councillors and received apologies. 

158/21/22  Declaration of Members’ Interests  
CT – Residential Development PC/2021/11439 
PA – Residential Development PC/2021/10784 
RR – Residential Development PC/2021/11133 

159/21/22  Minutes of Meeting held on 1st December 2021  
Resolved:   NP  Proposed, RC Seconded and all agreed that the Minutes of 1st 
December 2021 were an accurate record.   . 

160/21/22 
 
 

 Action Tracker Update 
78/21/22 KV to contact the Drains Team to arrange for the Drain Van to attend 
Cox Hill Lane urgently and, going forward, on a regular basis. Work completed over 
Christmas holidays. 
96/21/22 PB would arrange for the war memorial to be cleaned. 
111/21/22b Solicitor waiting response from residents to ask for suggested 
amendments to Easement for accessway of 56 Blounts Court.  
111/21/22c PB to contact John Mann to gain information on SIDs.   
112/21/22a NP would arrange for “Please clean up after your dog signs” to be 
erected.   
114/21/22 Aster confirmed that they will finance and plant tree on Blackberry Hill in 
the New Year. 
129/21/22 KV to get quotes for new swing seats and chains following Playground 
Inspection at Blounts Court and to get a quote for Brian Wilks to fit. 
132/21/22 Tamara Reay to speak to Wiltshire Council regarding replacement of 
safety barriers before settlement of Insurance Claim. 
December Open Session RC to telephone Wadworths to ascertain whether the 
George Public House would be closing on 31st December.  Response to RC from 
Wadworths circulated to councillors December 2021 
147/21/22      Tilshead Parish Clerk not aware of history of finance for bollards in 
Tilshead.  Suggested Wiltshire Council should be contacted 
148/21/22 RR to form a Funding Sub-Committee.    

    Open Session 
PB declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open 
session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the Council to 
be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing. 
Neighbour of Planning Application PL/2021/10784, Upper Wick Farm, voiced concerns 
regarding the placing of the septic tank on the clay bank which could adversely affect 
the wildlife pond situated on his land and asked that consideration be given to the 
sighting.   Other than this concern, the resident did not object to planning permission 
being granted. 
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Applicant of Planning Application PL/2021/11133, Old Kings Arms, explained that the 
reason for raising the chimney stack was to make use of an existing fireplace.   The 
second chimney stack would be altered to match.   
There were no further comments from the public therefore PB closed the Open 
Session 

161/21/22  Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – Tamara Reay, Devizes Rural West 
TR reported action from Wiltshire Council on flooding issues (see below).    
The Wiltshire Council Budget was currently being prepared for 2022-2023, with tough 
spending decisions to be made.    
Consideration would be had on whether Council Tax would increase/decrease.   
The Devizes Area Board had funds in various grants schemes, Potterne was 
encouraged to apply, breaking down specific needs into smaller elements, if possible.   
The Police and Crime Commissioner had published a Crime Plan, determined to 
refocus effort in the context of challenging finances.  Local issues include visibility of 
police, rural crime, speeding.    

162/21/22  CATG Applications (CT) Paper 1 
a. Norman Webb, 38 Blounts Court, SN10 5QB, Request to widen footpath. 

Wiltshire Council will not be prepared to narrow the road to increase the width of 
the footpath.   Clerk would write to residents to ask if they would cut the 
overhanging hedge back to offer more width to the footpath.    

b. Philip Smith, 11 Coxhill Lane, SN10 5PH, Request for ‘no overtaking line’ to be 
painted at the junction of Coxhill Lane.  
This was a traffic calming issue and would be looked at more widely at future 
meetings.      

c. Warning signs to be erected for drivers approaching the pedestrian crossing. 
It was felt that warning signs would not deter speeding drivers.  This was a 
traffic calming issue and would be looked at more widely at future meetings. 

163/21/22  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. 
 
 
 
 
 

Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport (SC/CT) 
Speed Indicator Devices 
SC had not been able to speak to John Mann and felt that the issue with the SIDs was 
that they needed to be sited close to an electric supply as they sat in shade most of the 
day.  The solar panels were only effective in sunshine  
TR suggested that Potterne consider Community Speedwatch along with an auto-
speedwatch camera which would be fixed, constantly capturing information.  This could 
be backed up by an Officer for enforcement.  Potterne were advised to contact Worton 
Parish Council who were in the process of setting up a group.     
Wiltshire Council Action Table (as at 24.11.21) (Paper 1) 
Richard Dobson had been replaced by Matthew Perrett as, newly appointed, Highways 
Lead at Wiltshire Council. 
Wiltshire Council had confirmed: 
The Horse Warning sign would be replaced in January. 
Church Corner Barriers would be replaced early in New Year. 
The Pothole containing a non-draining puddle on Whistley Road will be dealt with early 
in the New Year 
An addition to the list is the puddle near Whistley House, which is constantly full 
alongside a blocked gully.   This needs to be drained as a matter of urgency. 
TR would ensure that Matthew Perrett was aware of the outstanding issues in the 
Village. 
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164/21/22  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. 
 
 

Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (NP/DH)  
Gullies/Flooding 
PB The gullies have been cleared, the gullies team initially in attendance for two days.   
The OnSite Team have also been in the village for a couple of days and examined the 
Cox Hill Lane gullies and culverts, identifying a problem which was the responsibility of 
Wessex Water.    Wessex Water were contacted and were working in Coxhill Lane 
today.  The Gully Team then returned to Cox Hill Lane, confirming that tarmac and 
cement was blocking the drains.   The Gully Team then returned to work on Whistley 
Road and Court Hill.  There continues to be an issue at Whistley Mill which floods from 
Cox Hill Lane and needs to be looked at.      
TR had been approached, along with Nic Puntis, to attend a residents Flood virtual 
Meeting on 12th January.   RR confirmed that she would attend the meeting, on behalf 
of the Parish Council, and circulated details to Councillors.  PB would also try to attend 
the meeting to share information, including a 38-page plan which included photographs 
and catalogued what needed to be done.     
SC voiced concerns regarding the brook on Whistley Road, into which debris from the 
sewage treatment plant was flowing.  Clerk to write to Wessex Water, requesting 
information on this outlet pipe. 
Grounds Maintenance Quotes 2022-2023 (PAPER 3 and 4)   
Quotes from Devizes Town Council and Mark Goddard had been received. 
It was agreed that the quote from Mark Goddard would be accepted on the proviso that 
the grass should be kept at no more than 50mm across the whole of Blount's Court.    

165/21/22  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. 

Community and Learning (CC/NP/KC) 
School Sub- Committee 
CC A solicitor has been approved and a Surveyor Valuation completed.   The next step 
was to meet with prospective buyers.  The Church would look at purchaser’s intentions 
for the property, ensuring that they met with clauses set by the Charity Commission 
before an offer is accepted.   Wiltshire Council will grant a free Deed of Easement for 
access if the property is used for village activities.   If the property is not used for village 
activities payment will be required for the Deed of Easement for access.  There are no 
plans to sell The Parish Rooms.  The Music School, currently in residence, will continue, 
after Easter, with a new leader.   PB reminded that the property was an Asset of 
Community Value, meaning that Potterne Parish Council has pre-emption rights and 
first refusal.   Finance would need to be raised if first option to buy was taken up.  An 
approach had been made which would be government funded for a school for children 
with special needs.   This item would be added to the next Agenda.   
Cemetery Sub-Committee 
CC Had received one tender from three requested and would report back at the next 
meeting.    

166/21/22 a. 
 

Footpaths & Cycleways (PA/DH) 
No discussion. 

167/21/22 a. 
 
b. 
 
 
 

Grant Applications (RR) 
Volunteers to join the Grant Application Sub-Committee to contact RR. 
Projects for 2022-2023 including list of items for funding required. 
Leaves (should a handyman be employed to sweep leaves from footpaths?)    
SIDs (relocation or replacement) 
Kissing Gates for Stiles 
Pavement on Whistley Road needs work 
Cemetery Shelter  
Fencing around Blount's Court Play Area.(Metal) 
Ryeleaze Field – Playground, Community Centre, MUGA (Existing Plans which need to 
be revisted and broken down).  SC to get copy of original plans from Peter Kent.  
All Councillors to forward ideas for projects to KV for next Agenda.   
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168/21/22  Residential Development (RHG/RC): 

PL/2021/10784 
(Comments by 
06/01/2022) 

Upper Wick Farm, 
Stroud Lane, 
Potterne Wick, 
Potterne, SN10 
5QW 

Prior approval Part 3 Class Q: Agricultural 
Buildings to dwelling  houses.  Notification 
for prior approval under Class Q for the 
conversation of existing agricultural 
building into a dwelling house. 

Same development as previous planning application which was agreed in 2021.  
Difference is residential house instead of holiday cottages. 
No Objection. 

PL/2021/10910 
(Comments by 
06/01/2022) 

Revoli, Mill Road, 
Potterne, SN10 
5ND 

Demolition of existing single storey glazed 
porch.  Proposed two storey extension on 
same footprint.  Replacement of external 
tile with render. 

No Objection. 

PL/2021/10889 
(Comments by  
06/01/2022) 

11B Silver Street, 
Potterne, Devizes, 
SN10 5NQ 

Construction of attached car port 

No Objection.    

PL/2021/11133 
(Comments by 
20/01/2022) 

Old Kings Arms, 
High Street, 
Potterne, Devizes, 
SN10 5NA 
 

Add four courses of brick & a chimney pot 
to both chimneys on the left hand chimney 
stack as you look at the house from the 
road. 

No Objection 

PL/2021/11439 
(Comments by 
27/01/2022) 

Whistley Fields, 
Five Lanes, 
Potterne, SN10 5TE 

Removal/variation of conditions of 
approved plans. 

Objection 
1.  This site falls outside the permitted development zone considered 

acceptable for development under the Potterne NDP. 
2. The current permission (18/07589/FUL, varied by 20/01152/VAR) is for 

a 3-bed bungalow but contains a condition limiting occupation “to a 
person solely or mainly working … in the locality in agriculture or 
forestry”. Such permission was stated to have been granted only 
because Wiltshire Council had accepted that the then owner of the site 
had demonstrated both “an essential need” for a worker to live at the 
site and also that the proposed business (poultry and horticulture) was 
“financially viable and being capable of being sustained on a long-term 
basis”. However almost immediately such permission had been 
granted the business was closed down and the site put onto the 
market for sale; since then it has never been used for ‘agriculture’ as 
defined by s.336 TCPA1990, hence the strong local view that there 
never had been any intention to run a long-term business. About a 
year ago the site was bought by the Applicants for their retirement with 
a few horses.  The Applicants have been using it solely for equestrian 
purposes (ie not an agricultural use, as so defined) for their personal 
enjoyment and clearly not as a business. Potterne Parish Council are 
firmly of the view that (a) the land is not being used solely for 
agriculture, (b) there is no ‘essential need’ for anyone to live on site 
and (c) the ‘financial viability’ test will not have been satisfied because 
there is no business. Therefore, no building works at all should be 
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permitted because none of the applicable planning conditions have 
been met.  

3. In any event, the Applicants will not be permitted to live in any building 
on the site because (for the reasons mentioned above) they are not 
‘agricultural workers’. Nonetheless it is understood that they appear to 
be living mainly in the agricultural barn - which would appear to be a 
breach of planning legislation.  

4. This current application is the third application to change the roof 
design of the bungalow: the first (18/07589) contains a roof plan which 
appears to have been professionally drawn and thus is presumably 
adequate, but the second (20/01152) sought to change that roof 
design in order “to make a more cogent design” and contained a roof 
plan drawn by another architect. However, this third application 
(2021/11439) claims that for some reason “it is not feasible to construct 
the consented roof” and submits new plans drawn up by yet another 
architect who uses such claim as an excuse to try to change the 
design of the whole bungalow. This is unacceptable.  

For the above reasons Potterne Parish Council recommends that the 
application be refused. 

 

169/21/22  
 

Correspondence 
None. 

170/21/22 a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounts to be paid and transfer of sufficient funds to pay accounts:   
Resolved:  SC Proposed, KC Seconded and all agreed that the following accounts 
be paid: 
 

Payable to       Net     VAT        Gross 

Karon Van Den Bergh Administration Costs 552.50  552.50 

Karon Van Den Bergh Mileage 39.60  39.60 

Viking Stationery 
(expense KVDB) 

Black Ink Cartridge for 
Laptop 

19.89 3.98 23.87 

AVG Firewall 
protection for Laptop 
(expense KVDB) 

Annual Fee 29.16 5.83 34.99 

Devizes & District 
LINK 

Donation (as agreed at 
December 2021 Meeting) 

100.00  100.00 
 

Potterne Charities Donation (as agreed at 
December 2021 Meeting) 

195.00  195.00 

Mark Goddard & Sons 
Landscaping 

Grass Cutting 11.11.21 
Maintenance and emptying 
bins on three sites. 

1190.00 238.00 1428.00 

Mark Goddard & Sons 
Landscaping 

Winter Work – Cutting back 
boundaries on three sites 

800.00 160.00 960.00 

Village Hall Hire 01/12/2021 18.00  18.00 

SSE Electricity 6.30 .31 6.61 

  2950.45 408.12 3358.57 

Inter account transfer: 

Date: 06.01.2022  Amount: £3300.00 

171/21/22  Burial Fees Received 
£50.00 Memorial – Tucker 
£400.00 ERoB – Godwin – Certificate Signed by PB/NP/KV 
£300.00 ERoB/Interment – Morgan – Certificate Signed by PB/NP/KV 
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172/21/22  
 

Items to be considered for the Agenda for the next Meeting. 
School Sub-Committee Update 
Funding Projects 

  Date of next meeting: 2nd February 2022 7.30-9.00pm, Village Hall, Potterne   

  The Chairman closed the meeting at 20.56 

 


