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Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 
held on Thursday, 17th March 2022 

in Potterne Village Hall 
 

Present: Cllr Peter Balls (Chairman) (PB); Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA); Cllr Richard Clark (RC);  
Cllr Carol Clifford (CC); Cllr Dean House (DH); Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); Cllr Rebecca Rudd (RR); 
Cllr Chris Twiney (CT) 
 
Apologies:  Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP)(Vice-Chairman); Cllr Simon Church (SC); Cllr Kerry Coleman (KC);  
 
Also present: Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk) 
 

206/21/22  Welcome and Apologies  
The Chairman welcomed Councillors and received apologies. 

207/21/22  Declaration of Members’ Interests  
None 

208/21/22  Notification of Relevant Disposal of Asset 
Disposal of Five Lanes C E Primary School, Blackberry Lane, Potterne, Devizes, 
SN10 5NZ as an Asset of Community Value. 
Notice received from Wiltshire Council formally advising PPC of intention to sell 
the Potterne School site. 
An interim moratorium on the sale of the asset is now in place until 07 April 2022. 
 
PB:  Explained that although the current school site was in a Victorian building which 
was in need of updating, prior to its closure, the Potterne Parish Council had fought 
hard to keep it open.  
Once it closed it was listed as a community asset which meant that the village would 
have the opportunity to have a say on how the building was used, moving forward.   
 
CC:  Thanked all for coming.  Gave background on the school site, explaining that the 
ownership of the school currently lay with Trustees.  Following a long period of 
negotiations, it had been agreed that the school can be sold with the proceeds going to 
Worton Primary School.    
It was further agreed that the school would be sold for a guide price of £120,000 on the 
condition that the school was used for the good of the community.   If the property is 
sold for development, housing or otherwise, then the guide price would be substantially 
increased.   
 
Wiltshire Council have asked for an expression of interest from charities and local 
community groups on purchasing the school building.  It is important, if a decision was 
to go ahead to begin the process, to know who will buy it, who will maintain in and who 
will look after it.   
 
There were various ideas as to how the building could be used, possibly working in 
conjunction with the village hall.   Local groups/clubs could rent space, a community 
hub, an extension of the music school, Young Carers meeting place, a space for 
children with ADHD, or any other similar uses.   The trustees would have to agree the 
ideas for use.   Activities must be sustainable.  
The building could also give the village some much needed parking spaces. 
 
Stuart Bridewell, representing Ali Bridewell, Chaplain of St Mary's, explained that the 
Trustees would like to keep hold of the school for the village.  Ali would like the 
community to get behind the project and join together to make it work.      
 
PB:  Thanked the Trustees and CC for all the work they had done on this project, so far.   
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PB: Explained the process:   
By 7th April a written request confirming the intention to make a bid to purchase the site 
for the purposes of the community would be made to Wiltshire Council.  At this stage an 
expression of interest was all that was required. A monetary payment figure does not 
have to be discussed, this would give time for consideration. 
On 24th August the statutory limit expires, by which time a full bid needs to be with 
Wiltshire Council.   
If no bid is made the Trustees have authority, presumably in discussion with the 
diocese, to sell it to whomever they choose and at whatever price. 
 
RR:  Felt that it was important to be objective, not sentimental and without personal 
attachment.  It was also important to know, at the outset, how the site would be 
managed and maintained.   
 
PB:  Drew attention to maps of the site which had been circulated to the public.   
Access to the site, belonging to Wiltshire Council, was via Blackberry Lane.  Wiltshire 
Council had agreed, that on the condition that the site was used for community 
purposes, access would be provided, via an easement agreement, free of charge. 
 
RC:  Stressed that the purchase could only be made by a community group, a company 
limited by guarantee, or a charity.  The Parish Council could put in an application, but 
this would mean that grants would not be available as the council did not carry a 
charitable status.  If a charity made a bid for the site, there may be government grants 
available for funding in respect of both the purchase and ongoing costs.   
 
PB:  Pointed out that a precept (Council Tax) rise could be a way to support the 
maintenance of the site by way of a grant.   Currently the precept in Potterne was set at 
about £43 on an average Band D house.  (Devizes equivalent was £187).   The precept 
would need to double to cover annual running costs – insurance, utilities, rates, annual 
maintenance, bringing the building into a state of fit for purpose and felt this was a very 
big ask.     
 

    Open Session on matters set out below 
PB declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open 
session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the Council to 
be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing. 
 
PA:  Asked why the proceeds would go to Worton Primary School (Five Lanes).    
CC:  This was a decision made by the Trustees, Worton Primary School educates the 
children of Potterne.   
 
RR:  Pointed out that if the site was used for regular community activities these may 
generate income.   There would be a business case to be considered.      
 
PB:  Questioned whether the Village Hall should be sold, using the site as a 
replacement.  PB:  Explained that there had been a failed plan in 2000 to sell the Village 
Hall and build a new community centre. 
 
It was important to remember that there are a number of community spaces in the 
village and it was questionable whether an addition one was needed.      
 
Resident Question:  Was there strain on the Parish Council to currently maintain 
buildings.   PB:  No – the Parish Council is not responsible for any buildings.   
 



  

Signed …………………………………..                                             Dated ………………………… 
 

Resident Question:   If the building was sold to a company who developed it as a 
retirement home for Potterne people could this be considered as of community interest.    
CC:  No.   
 
Resident Question:  If the site went to a developer would the Neighbourhood Plan be 
considered in respect of Planning.   RC:  Yes, the Parish Council would object, if 
appropriate, in the usual manner, although Wiltshire Council makes final decisions on 
all planning applications.   PB: This would be a vulnerable site for development as it is 
inside the settlement area.  When the Neighbourhood Plan was written the site was 
being used as a school so it was not included for new housing. 
 
Resident Question:  If the site was purchased for community use, and, after five years, 
the project does not work out, what would happen.   PB:  Presumably there would be a 
clause that it be used as a community asset for a stated period of time.  This would be 
ascertained before a final bid was made.       
 
Resident Question:  Is there a list of conditions which have to be met by the Trustees to 
purchase the site for community use.  CC:  The use must be for the benefit of the 
community and not for profit, other than that there is total flexibility.  Wiltshire Council 
would cease the free access if the building was used for anything other than the 
community.   It would, however, be possible to use it for events, such as weddings and 
farmers markets.    
 
RC:  Pointed out that the government had set up a fund “Community Ownership Fund” 
which could provide 50% of the cost of acquiring such a site for a charity.  This potential 
additional funding was not available to parish councils.   
 
RC:  To go ahead, it was important to understand that this has to be a village project, 
residents need to want it, provide the ideas and run it.   The village would have to run it, 
the community needs to want it, provide the ideas and make it work.   This could not sit 
in the remit of the Parish Council.   
 
PB:  A Vote “Should a bid be lodged?” – 99% of the room voted that an initial bid should 
be lodged before 7th April. 
 
PB:  A group of dedicated volunteers would be required to set up a working group.    
All email addresses from those interested should be passed to the clerk.   
This would be added to the next Agenda, meeting on 6th April.   All welcome to attend 
that meeting.   Any further thoughts or ideas to be emailed to the Clerk 
clerk@potterne.info by 1st April.   
 
Going forward the working group should arrange to chair a meeting, presenting ideas to 
the Parish Council/Trustees/Public as to how the site would be used and how it would 
be managed.  
 
RHG:  Thanked all for attending, urging residents to let the Clerk know if they were 
interested as there was a huge need for such a community space in the village.   
 
Resident:  Although a fantastic idea, we already have a Village Hall, a Youth Club and a 
Community Garden.  The Brownie and Guide Pack folded because of lack of help. All 
these areas struggle to attract volunteers.   It would be very difficult to encourage 
residents to get involved.   
 
John Chandler, Chair of the Youth Centre Trust.  Offered to arrange for the Youth Club 
Building, a charitable trust, to be sold (valued at £200-250.000) to purchase the site and 
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use it as a new Youth Club base. The Youth Club Charitable Trust could then purchase 
the site on behalf of the village.   The site could be a Centre of Excellence.   
 
RR:  As well as the financial aspect it was important to have an understanding as to 
how the facility would be managed, initially and going forward. 
 
There were no further comments from the public therefore PB closed the Open 
Session 

  Date of next meeting: 6th April   2022 .30-9.00pm, Village Hall, Potterne   

  The Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm 

 


