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Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 4th May 2022 

in Potterne Village Hall 
 

Present: Cllr Peter Balls (Chairman) (PB); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP) (Vice-Chairman); 
Cllr Kerry Coleman (KC); Cllr Dean House (DH); Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG);  
Cllr Chris Twiney (CT) 
 
Apologies:  Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA); Cllr Simon Church (SC); Cllr Richard Clark (RC);  
Cllr Carol Clifford (CC); Cllr Rebecca Rudd (RR) 
 
Also present: Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk); Tamara Reay, Councillor, Devizes Rural West (TR) 
 

18/22/23  Election of Chairman 
Resolved:  NP Proposed, RHG Seconded and all agreed that Cllr Peter Balls be 
elected as Chairman.   

19/22/24  Election of Vice Chairman 
Resolved:  PB Proposed, KC Seconded and all agreed that Cllr Nesta Pudney be 
elected as Vice-Chairman.    

20/22/23  Welcome and Apologies  
The Chairman welcomed Councillors and received apologies. 

21/22/23  Declaration of Members’ Interests  
None 

22/22/23  Minutes of Meeting held on 6th April 2022 
Resolved:   NP Proposed, RHG Seconded and all agreed that the Minutes of 6th April 
2022 were an accurate record.   

23/22/23  Appointment of Members to the following Work Streams and Responsibilities 
Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport – CT/SC 
Leisure Facilities Appearance and Environment – NP/DH 
Residential Development – RC/RHG 
Community and Learning (including Cemetery) – CC/KC 
Footpath and Cycleways – PA/DH 
Grant Applications – RR 

24/22/23  96/21/22 PB would arrange for the war memorial to be cleaned.  PB: To be done in 
the next two/three weeks, hopefully before the Platinum Weekend.  Money for 
accommodation, materials and petrol would be paid to the volunteer, who was an 
expert in this area, to a maximum of £300. All agreed. 
111/21/22a Wiltshire Spreadsheet of Works Outstanding:  Church Corner to be painted 
by Parish Steward. Horses Warning Sign to be erected. 
111/21/22b Solicitor wrote to residents, resending the Easement and asking if they 
would like the wording changed on 11th January  ‘No Parking’ sign now in place, as 
requested by residents.   Resolution needed at May meeting to confirm delegated 
signatories then solicitor will send amended Easement to residents. 
113/21/22 Has CC received quotes for the knocking down of the shelter and the 
building of the gazebo in the Cemetery. CC received two quotes, waiting for one more 
quotes  
196/21/22 SC Would write to the original suppliers to seek a refund/contribution to 
moving the devices. SC Awaiting a response 
7/22/23 Village Clean up to be held on Saturday 28th May.  Litter pickers with NP.  KV 
Date confirmed with Streetscene to collect rubbish on Monday, 30th May at Village Hall 
7/22/23 All agreed to plant a Cherry Tree on the left-hand side of the Cemetery in the 
Garden of Remembrance.  
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8/22/23 SC would arrange for the batteries to be returned and replaced by the 
suppliers.   SC would liaise with Wiltshire Council regarding moving the North SID and 
connecting the South SID to the mains electricity power.     
12/22/23 Clerk to ask Brian Wilks if he would like to provide a quote. On May Agenda 
12/22/23 Clerk to contact Wessex Tree Care to ask if they would like to provide a quote.  
Wessex Tree Care will not quote until April 2023 due to weight of work     

    Open Session 
PB declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open 
session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the Council to 
be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing. 
Resident:  PL/2022/02032 – explained that the reason for the application was to build 
an eco-friendly house for his young family. The applicant had lived in the village since 
1987, was currently working for the military, had family connections and the house 
would mean he could offer his parents support.   
Resident: KC/Clerk: Would contact MYWILTS to report state of drains and potholes on 
Whistley Road.        
There were no further comments from the public therefore PB closed the Open 
Session 

25/22/23  Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – Tamara Reay, Devizes Rural West 
1.  Consultation regarding an infrastructure plan for cycling and walking footpaths in 
Wiltshire was about to start.   Further information to be received from Catherine Read at 
Sustainable Devizes.   PB: Potterne Parish Council have tried to arrange for the 
footpath that goes from the Potterne layby towards Drew Pond to be upgraded to a 
cycle line.  
2.   Wiltshire Council, through budget setting, have now more emphasis on maintaining 
footpaths.  CATG (to be Local Highways and Footpath Infrastructure Group) would like 
Potterne Parish Council to send a representative to meetings.  PB:  Confirmed that 
Councillors were currently waiting to sort out the SIDs, a project which would be too big 
for CATG.  When Potterne is ready to go forward with traffic calming plans they would 
come back to CATG.     
3.   Wiltshire Council are launching a scheme called Solar Together.  A group-buying 
scheme for solar panels and battery storage   The pback period would reduce 
significantly, important in a time with energy prices increasing.  Residents, small 
businesses and those responsible for community buildings can register interest.  A 
survey will take place.   Across the county, 60,000 residents will receive direct mail 
regarding this scheme.   

26/22/23  Delegated Signatories 
Resolved:  KC Proposed, DH Seconded and all agreed that PB, NP and RHG were 
elected as three delegated Councillors to act as signatories on legal documents, on 
behalf of Potterne Parish Council.      

27/22/23  
 

Risk Management Policy 
Resolved:   NP Proposed, PB Seconded and all agreed that the Risk Management 
Policy be approved without changes (last update May 2021). 

28/22/23  
a. 

Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport (SC/CT) 
Speed Indicator Devices 
No discussion 

29/22/23  
a. 
 
 
b. 
 
 
c. 

Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (NP/DH)  
Village Tidy Up – Saturday 28th May 2022 
Advertised in Parish Magazine and around the village.  All Councillors to publicise within 
their residential areas.   Villagers to fill a black bag and take it to the Village Hall.  
Blounts Court Playground – 6 monthly report, “no dogs” signs 
NP had completed the 6 monthly check.  ‘No Dogs Signs’ had been purchased -Brian 
Wilks to erect.    Additional woodchip was needed.    
Blounts Court Fencing – Quote from Brian Wilks (Paper 2) 
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Resolved:  DH Proposed, KC Seconded and all agreed that the quote received from 
Brian Wilks to erect galvanised fencing at Blounts Court Playground would be accepted 
(bearing in mind that the cost for materials may increase). 

30/22/23  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. 

Community and Learning (CC/NP/KC) 
School Site (Asset of Community Value) 
PB: Prior to the Annual Parish Meeting a handover note was send to 30+ interested 
residents setting out what, as far as the Parish Council was concerned, needed to 
happen to form a purchase bid for the School Site. The subject was raised at the 
Annual Parish Meeting on 27th April 2022 and it was evident that there were people 
present who were looking to take this forward. A business plan had not yet been written 
and all would need to be in place by 24th August, as completion date. The interested 
group were told that, should start up finance be needed to put the bid in place then the 
Parish Council may be able to help.   It was made clear that the Parish Council were not 
able to lead the bid, although this did not stop Councillors from being involved.   John 
Chandler, resident, had convened a meeting at 7,30pm on 11th May at the School Site. 
Cemetery Sub-Committee 
No Discussion. 

31/22/23  
 

Footpaths & Cycleways (PA/DH) 
Brian Wilks to be asked to erect a hand-rail from Blounts Court playground to Coxhill 
Lane.  
DH: The pathway and banks forming the footpath to Coxhill Lane from the Youth Club 
needed clearing.  Clerk to add to Parish Steward list.   

32/22/23  
a. 
 
 

Grant Applications (RR) 
Resolved:  PB Proposed, RHG Seconded, and all agreed to donate £150 to buy 
Jubilee mugs to be distributed at the Platinum Jubilee Children's Party on Thurs 2nd 
June.   

33/22/23 
 
 
 
 

 Residential Development (RHG/RC): 

PL/2022/02032 
(Comments by 
5.5.22) 

Greenacres, Blounts Court, 
Potterne, SN10 5QF 

Erection of one dwelling –  
permission in principle 

                                         Objection. 
Potterne Parish unanimously opposes this Application for the following  
reasons:- 

1.  As admitted by the Applicant the Site is located outside the  
Core Strategy settlement boundary. The siting of such boundary was  
determined after careful consideration in order to limit the development  
and spread of the village, and to preserve the rural outlook of existing  
properties.  This boundary was endorsed by the whole of the Potterne  
community in its NDP. As far as the Parish Council is concerned it is wholly  
irrelevant that the Site is located “just outside” such boundary (as claimed  
in para 4.5 of the Planning Statement). If the limit is not treated as sacrosanct  
the village would progressively eat into the surrounding countryside, thus  
defeating the whole purpose of having a boundary.  

2.  It is far from clear from the Application where exactly the  
proposed dwelling would be located, or its size and design. The  
filed Site Plan is expressed to be an illustrative plan only, and it  
appears from conversations with the Applicant and the neighbours  
that no firm decision has been made on the ultimate location, size  
or design. What is clear, however, is that, due to the slope of the  
terrain, the proposed dwelling will have an overbearing effect on its  
immediate locality and will seriously impact on the privacy and rights  
of light of the neighbouring houses, particularly those to the north  
of the Site – hence their universal opposition to the Application. 
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3.  We disagree with the Applicant’s claims (para 7.4 of the  
Planning Statement) that the proposed dwelling “would not therefore 
conflict with any uniform building line or the established character of  
the area…, it will be in line with the neighbouring dwelling at Botany  
Cottage and the development does not result in encroachment into the 
countryside.” It is clear from Google Maps (aerial view) that the  
proposed dwelling would be well outside the dwelling building line of  
Botany Cottage, Greenacres and 58 Blounts Court: it is believed the  
Applicants claim is based on a line running along the outbuildings of  
Botany Cottage, not the residence itself. Furthermore, it is clear from  
the position of the fencing shown on Google Maps that the Site was  
originally about half as wide as now, and so it has already encroached  
into the countryside since then.                  

 

34/22/23  
a. 
 
b. 
c. 

Correspondence 
Paula Brunt – requesting help from the Parish Council for a Ukranian Family to be 
housed in Potterne.   
Richard Hedley – queried a Police Warning Notice which had been affixed to car. 
David Ewart – Cleared a fallen ash tree in the village 

35/22/23  Website Management 
Clerk to send information and log-on details to KC who would take a look at the website 
to see if she could offer help.   

36/22/23  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance 
Accounts to be paid and transfer of sufficient funds to pay accounts:   
Resolved:  NP Proposed, DH Seconded and all agreed that the following accounts 
be paid: 
 

Payable to       Net    VAT Gross 

Karon Van Den Bergh Administration Costs 
(including working from 
home allowance) 

568.26  568.26 

HMRC Employee National 
Insurance Contribution 

8.07  8.07 

Karon Van Den Bergh Backdated Admin Costs 
(1.4.21-1.5.22) 

333.62  333.62 

Avon Trophies Ltd Expense KVDB.  Engraving 
of Jubilee Cup and Alan 
Mead Memorial Trophy 

24.00  24.00 

Community First Insurance – Uplift on fidelity 
cover to £100,000 cash 
held 

44.69  44.69 

Village Hall Hire 6/4/22+27/4/22 36.00  36.00 

Wiltshire Association 
and Local Councils 

Annual Subscription 
2022/2023 

528.55 105.71 634.26 

Mark Goddard Grounds Maintenance 
08.02.22-15.03.22 
(Expense Last FY) 

380.00 76.00 456.00 

Information 
Commissioner’s 
Office 

Data Protection Fee 
(General Data Protection 
Regulation) (Direct Debit) 

35.00  35.00 

SSE Electricity 64.82 3.23 68.05 

  2023.01 184.94 2207.95 

Inter account transfer: 

Date: 05.05.2022           Amount: 1000.00 



  

Signed …………………………………..                                             Dated ………………………… 
 

37/22/23  Burial Fees Received 
Grimmer - £50.00 Memorial 
Bryant - £225.00 ERoB, Interment, Memorial 
Sandford - £100.00 Interment 

38/22/23  
 

Items to be considered for the Agenda for the next Meeting. 
1. Funding Projects – The zipwire should be at Blounts Court Playground. 

  Date of next meeting: 1st June 2022 7.30-9.00pm, Village Hall, Potterne   

  The Chairman closed the meeting at 20.54 

 


